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 The world is facing a monumental challenge that none 

of us would have conceived possible just a few short weeks ago. So much continues to test our patience 

and resolve during this time of Pandemic. Slowly foot by foot we are being released from isolation. We 

pray that this gradual release will have the desired outcome and not result in a return to more illness 

and isolation. My heart goes out to those who have loved ones in aged care facilities and the stress that 

this scenario presents. The way individuals and businesses have stepped up to help their communities 

has been nothing short of fantastic. Social media has played a massive part in that. We’ve seen it before 

in other dire situations but its ability to keep us all connected can’t, and shouldn’t be, underestimated. 

On the brighter side our first Virtual Photo Competition has been very successful with forty one 

entries. The result is on our webpage and also further down in this newsletter. 

Post Convention I have had regular contact with some of our American delegates and am working on 

some ideas that possibly could work for all the societies. 

We have received the following from Kingston Council that the Moorabbin Activity Hub is one of a 

number of buildings across Kingston Council which have been designated to be used by the State 

Government Cleaning Blitz Project. The building will be off limits for at least 4 weeks from its 

commencement. 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter and find it informative mixed with some challenge and fun. 

Janeen Randle – President. 
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Thick-Stemmed Begonias 
Thick-stemmed begonias could hardly be called beautiful or lovely, but they are interesting, 
intriguing and unusual. At the present time, there are less than 100 species in the thick-
stemmed group which are primarily grown by collectors and hybridizers. Among the earliest 
species discovered and one which is still in cultivation is B.malabarica. This is undoubtedly one 
of the earliest discovered begonias, and there is evidence that it was known in India as early as 
1650, 40 years before Charles Plumier named the genus Begonia. 

Begonias in this group have stout stems. Even though most begonias develop thick stems with 
age, in this group the thickness of the stem is evident in the early stages of growth. Within 
this group there are stems of various types and degrees of thickness. Some stems have swollen 
nodes; others have nodes that are completely smooth. The internodes of some are long; in 
others the internodes are very short and appear almost rhizomatous. Most begonias with thick 
stems rarely branch. 

Most thick-stemmed begonias have large or medium-sized leaves. There are different types of 
leaf surfaces within the group: glossy, satin sheen and dull. Many different textures are found: 
from chartaceous (papery texture) to cotiaceous (leather). There are thick-stemmed begonias 
with glabrous (without hairs) leaves and others that are hairy to various degrees. 

Thick-stemmed begonias are, with very few exceptions, seasonal bloomers. They bloom in 
various seasons, and many do not bloom freely. Quite a few are sporadic bloomers, especially 
if they do not have conditions conducive to bloom. 

The thick-stemmed group is divided as follows: bare-leaved, hairy leaved, trunk-like non-
ramified (not branching) and thickset. 

With a few exceptions, begonias in this group require abundant sunlight in order to produce 
the sturdy stems (important in the thick-stemmed group) and the fullest possible foliage 
growth. Sunlight is also an important factor for good bloom. The amount of direct sunlight 
should be regulated according to the leaf surface. Outdoors in warm weather, the bare-leaved 
types will benefit from and will tolerate more sun than the hairy-leaved types. The thick-
stemmed types with darker foliage will profit from more exposure to the sun than those with 
lighter foliage, intense midday sun should be avoided. Insufficienf light and/or sunlight will 
produce weak plants. Proper sunlight is particularly important for flowering. 

It is difficult to shape most plants in this group into compact pleasing forms. When the plants 
are very young, pinching is beneficial because it will force some amount of branching. Pinching 
older stems is not recommended because branching at the taller levels rarely proves 
advantageous. Pruning out older unsightly stems is a better method of shaping because it will 
give space to younger and more vigorous stems. 

Because it is so difficult to produce attractive thick-stemmed begonias, special care must be 
taken to fertilize regularly. Most plants in this group require a little more fertilizing than other 
types in order to encourage branching. 

Most thick-stemmed begonias can be successfully propagated in three different ways: stem 
cuttings, leaf cuttings and seed. Cuttings made from the stems are satisfactory for many in this 
group. In fact, I find by cutting the stem at the base more shoots are encouraged. Leaf cuttings 
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are successful in many hybrids where one parent is rhizomatous. Seed is only satisfactory with 
species because these will come true to the parent whereas hybrids will not. 

In the early 1800’s and 1900’s many thick-stemmed begonias were discovered: 

B. lindleyana – Guatemala 1843 

B. ludwigii – Ecuador 1937 

B. sericonura – like B. lindleyana – Central America 1853 – large shiny green leaves with reddish 
veins & stems – many white flowers in hairy bracts in winter & late spring. 

B. dipetala – Bombay, India 1828 – a medium sized begonia, hairy leaved, upright stems usually 
unbranched, fragrant white flowers (February – April), grass green toothed leaves. 

B. reniformis – Brazil 1833 – hairy leaved, white flowers in winter. 

B. egregia – Brazil 1887 – 5 or more feet high, hairy with grey trunk, lance shaped cupped light 
green leaves with a puckered veined network, greenish white winter flowers. 

B. ulmifolia – Venezuela 1805 – hairy leaved, medium leaved, white flowers in winter- spring, 
profuse 

Sourced from Articles by Jane Blundell & JuneMcBryde 

 

Virtual Begonia Competition Winner – Kaye Jenvey 

Little Brother Montgomery 

 

 
Kaye’s Tips on Photographing Plants 

It was great to see so many people photographing their Begonia’s for the Virtual Begonia 
Competition. I thought it was timely to give some tips on things to consider when 
photographing your plants. 
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1. The first thing to consider when taking your photos is the light. Most people think a 
bright sunny day is the best for taking photos when in fact overcast, dull days give 

more even lighting without strong shadows. The word Photography means ‘to write 
with light’. Think about the light source and direction of the light to make your plants 
look their best.  
 

2. A plain background will highlight your plants. Avoid a cluttered background with 
unnecessary things included such as extra plants, dirty pots, hoses and rubbish etc.   If 
you want a more dramatic contrast in your photo, use a black background.             You 
can use a piece of black fabric or black card behind your plant - Vivid colours will pop 
out from a dark background. If you are photographing a dark plant, a light background 
would be suitable. 
 

3. Fill the frame with your subject. You don’t want unnecessary things distracting you 
from the main subject. 
 

4. Think about Composition. Some cameras & phones have a grid system you can use to 
make your photos more interesting. You do this by placing the main subject or focal 
point on the grid lines or intersecting points. 
 

5. Think about different viewpoints for photographing your plant. Is the best view of 
your begonia at eye level, from above or below your plant?  Move around your plant to 
see where it looks best, or move the pot around. 
 

6. Check your photo to see if it is in focus – we want to see your plant in all its glory! 
 

7. Finally - Enjoy taking photos of your beautiful begonias! 

 

BEGONIAS & POLITICS 

Pandemics hand power to the people. Leadership is necessary, for an optimal outcome, but 

essentially, it’s up to us what happens next. It’s in times like these that grassroots political 

movements can come into their own – if they know how to adapt to the circumstances 

A few days ago, a potted basil plant appeared in the main square in Bologna, one of the Italian 

cities that has been so hard hit in the coronavirus crisis. There was a crumpled cardboard sign 

attached, with two hashtags daubed on it in felt-tip pen: #6000SARDINE and #FOTOSINTES 
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The reference to Sardines would have been meaningful to local people. The grassroots Sardines 

movement came into existence late last year, in Bologna, to protest at Italy’s swing to the right 

and in particular the politics of Matteo Salvini. It took its name from the fact that so many 

people attended its rallies they were squeezed together like sardines in a shoal. Such behaviour 

having become inappropriate thanks to Covid-19, the Sardines have adapted. 

If curiosity prompted you to search for the hashtags, you would discover that over 48 hours 

this coming weekend, the Sardines are organising an online sale of 6,000 

begonias and aromatic herbs. You pay €5 a pot, and Sardines volunteers on bikes deliver 

them to your home (assuming you live in Bologna). In a city with a love of open-air cinema and 

neighbourhood theatre, the goal is to raise €30,000 (£27,000) for local culture which has 

suffered terribly during this pandemic. Organisers are calling it a “symbolic flash mob”. 

                      

Laura Spinney is a science journalist and author. The Guardian 15th May 2020 

 

Begonia Sports. 

Have you ever noticed a portion of a begonia that differs from the rest of the plant? If you 

have, you probably noticed a ‘sport’. The definition of a ‘sport’ is as follows: is a part of a 

plant that shows morphological differences from the rest of the plant. ‘Sports’ may differ by 

foliage shape or colour, flowers or branch structure. Examples would be leaves that have 

different colouration or shape from the usual variety, blooms of a different colour, or a branch 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/14/sardines-pack-piazza-in-rome-for-protest-against-matteo-salvini
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/14/sardines-pack-piazza-in-rome-for-protest-against-matteo-salvini
https://www.theguardian.com/world/matteo-salvini
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that is noticeably different from the rest of the plant. ‘Sports’ that may be familiar to begonia 

growers are Begonia ‘Erythrophylla Bunchii’ and Begonia ‘Erythrophylla Helix’ as both are 

‘sports’ of Begonia ‘Erythrophylla’ (commonly called the Beefsteak Begonia). Do you have a 

new variety when the morphological differences occur? Often times, yes, but propagating 

that section of the plant to see if the offspring stays true to the ‘sport’ is necessary. 

Depending on the type of the begonia, this is done by stem, rhizome or leaf propagation. It is 

best to repeat the propagation process at least two times to be sure that results stay true to 

the ‘sport’; often times it will revert back to the original plant, then it is not a viable ‘sport’. 

But, if it propagates the same then a new variety has been created by you and natureand a 

name can be attached to it. So, when looking at your plants, keep an eye out for something 

out of the ordinary; you may have a ‘sport’. 

Charles Jaros – Begonia Society of the Palm Springs. April 2017 

 

I’ve finally told my suitcases there will be no holiday 

this year. 

Now I’m dealing with the emotional baggage. 
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Last Newsletter Bi-lingual Botany Puzzle - Answers 
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New Puzzle. 
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THE PERSON BEHIND THE BADGE 

 Who am I ? - I'm Sheila Nash. 

When we (Gail and Norm Gerraty) visited Sheila and Des a few days ago after some nine 

weeks through the Covid 19 isolation and partial relaxation rules applied, a pleasant morning 

tea and plenty of talk about Sheila's plant interests ensued. There was the 

obligatory inspection of neat immaculate cared for garden beds, and an array of pots of 

orchids, begonias, and succulents (with Gail having a tray of succulent cuttings to take 

home), before the kettle was boiled. - an excellent first "post isolation" outing for us. 

Sheila's family arrived in Australia from Wales (UK) in 1957 - it was the time of the Suez Canal 

crisis - ships unable to take the short cut through the canal - option, ‘Around the Cape 

of Good Hope’ and on to Perth route - cost, not ten pound poms according to Sheila "buck 

shi - free" - then on to Melbourne. Her eventual family home was in Clayton South for 50+ 

years -it was here that she raised her children and involved herself in the typical family 

activities that suburban life is. Sheila is the ultimate storyteller of her experiences throughout 

those years, her Presidency of the South Clayton St, Vincent de Paul, her organised excursions 

throughout Australia, and her interest in orchids for many years. These are almost storybook 

material - and a large one at that.  

In 2016 Sheila and Des relocated to their Skye home - with all the orchids/begonias, and 

succulents. Sheila's primary horticultural interest in orchids involved membership periods in 

Melbourne Eastern Orchid Society/Warringal Orchid Society/Southern Suburbs Orchid 

Society/ and Mornington Peninsula Orchid Society - She has been and still is a serious orchid 

grower and exhibitor. Sheila came to MBS in 2006 - Kevin Johnson and I can claim some part 

in that - at the Southern Suburbs meeting a week before our 2006 Show, we suggested she 

come to see our begonias - she came - she was hooked. She joined as a member, and has been a 

reliable member helping at most meetings on the Sales Table/ at our Annual Shows giving help 

where needed/ and she can be relied upon to regularly have plants to skite about. Those of us 
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who have travelled by train to VBS meetings at Ballarat have enjoyed the time with Sheila and 

Des on several occasions. 

 I surmise that begonias, orchids and succulents are of equal importance in Sheila's 

horticultural interests. These plants fill the expansive patio with benches of plants and a 

central work table with typical stuff that should be there - pots/soils/tools etc.-it would 

certainly be a pleasant place to work. 

It was a pleasure for Gail and myself to spend time and hear the Sheila and Des stories. Sheila's 

parting comment - you're welcome because I'm currently out of work - don't have to take the 

grandkids to school - that'll change soon Sheila-thanks so much.        Norm Gerraty.r plants, 

keep an eye out for something out of the ordinary; you may have a ‘sport’. 

have a ‘sport’. 

 

 
Melbourne Begonia Society Group 

 

 

Gardens are a form of autobiography. ~ 

 

Sydney Eddison, Horticulture magazine, August/September 1993 
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A Little Humour  
TRAVELLING 

 

I have been in many places, but I've never been in Kahoots. Apparently, you can't go alone. 

You have to be in Kahoots with someone.  

I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes you there.  

I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport; you have to be driven there. I have 

made several trips there, thanks to my children, friends, family and work. 

I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm not too much on physical 
activity anymore. 

 

I have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go, and I try not to visit there too often. 

I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm.  

Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as I'm getting older.  

One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the adrenaline flowing and 

pumps up the old heart! At my age, I need all the stimuli I can get! 

 I may have been in Continent, but I don't remember what country that was in. It's an age 

thing. They tell me it is very wet and damp there. 

 

Begonia Trivia: 
Begonia is a genus of perennial flowering plants that contains 1,484 different plant species. It 
is the sixth largest flowering plant genus. 
 

The genus name Begonia, coined by Charles Plumier, a French patron of botany, and adopted 
by Linnaeus in 1753, honours Michel Bégon, a former governor of the French colony of Saint-
Domingue (now Haiti). 
 

Begonias are found in moist subtropical and tropical climates. Some species are often grown 
indoors as houseplants. 

 

The begonia produces one of the smallest types of seeds in the world, which resemble dust. 
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One ounce of begonia seed is enough for the production of  three million seedlings, which 
start to germinate two or three weeks after planting. 
 

Most begonias are sour to the taste, and some varieties – there are more than 1,000 – have 
been used for food. This is safe in small amounts but potentially toxic in large quantities due 
to the prevalence of oxalic acid in the tissues. 
 

Indonesians use begonias to make a sauce over fish dishes while Brazilians scatter the flower 
in salads. 
 

Begonias are rich in vitamin C and have been used to prevent scurvy when citrus fruits were 
not available. 

 

Begonias have been used in Chinese medicine to disinfect wounds and ease the symptoms of 
a cold. 
 

In some areas of China, the sap was used to stop toothache or cure kidney ailments. 
 

When North Korean dictator Kim Jong-il died in 2011, a special variety of the flower called 
Kimjongilia was bred to adorn his corpse for public display. 
 
Source Daily Mail June 17, 2016 

 

     B. hemsleyana  Spotted = B. U404 
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